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Santa Clara Mayor Lisa Gillmor leads a City Council meeting in this file photo. File photo.

Santa Clara’s fight to reinstate at-large council elections is over, ending a battle by five plaintiffs
who accused the city of shutting out voters of color.

Santa Clara reached a settlement of $712,500 Tuesday night with five Asian Americans who filed a
suit in 2017, alleging that the city’s at-large council system violated the California Voting Rights Act,
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diluted the minority vote and disenfranchised voters of color. The decision means Santa Clara will
maintain its current voting system which splits the city into six districts.

“We’re really happy that this discriminatory election method has been ruled illegal,” Richard Konda
of the Asian Law Alliance, who was part of the legal team that represented the five plaintiffs, told
San José Spotlight.

The city was ordered by a judge to split into six districts as a result of the 2017 suit, and was
ordered to pay more than $3 million in legal fees per a 2019 decision. City officials appealed the
decision, despite previous unsuccessful efforts from other cities in similar California Voting Rights
Act cases. But an appeals court on Dec. 30 dismissed the appeal. The city paid approximately $3.8
million in February this year to plaintiffs, which included interest from the 2019 decision.

Tuesday'’s settlement resolved the case that had been decided in December. The city will be on the
hook for an additional $712,500 in legal fees relating to the appeal.

Santa Clara Mayor Lisa Gillmor and her allies fought the decision, introducing a ballot measure in
2020 asking voters if the city should cut the number of districts in half, from six to three. Voters
responded with a resounding “no,” with more than 60% rejecting the measure.

Neither Gillmor nor the city attorney’s office was immediately available for comment.

Before the lawsuit from five Asian American residents, the city held at-large elections, where one
lawmaker is elected to represent the entire city. The plaintiffs argued that system inherently left out
people of color—especially considering that 43% of the city’s population is Asian, according to
numbers from the U.S. Census Bureau.

In the 70 years prior to changing to the district system, the city had never elected an Asian
American to the City Council. Then in 2018 and 2020 under the new system, voters sent three
Asian American candidates to the council, including Suds Jain, who won his District 5 race in
November 2020 to become the city’s second Indian American councilman.

Jain said it was “unfortunate” Santa Clara felt it had to fight the case, which used up taxpayer
dollars, but was pleased with the decision, which will make future City Councils more representative
of the city.
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“People come to council with their history and they have a lot of ideas of how the city should be
run,” Jain said. “If you had only one racial group, you might only get one sort of thinking. If they’re
not representative of what the people are in Santa Clara, you’re not really going to get into what
everyone is thinking.”

Konda said the settlement is a victory for not only the plaintiffs but for disenfranchised voters in one
of the most diverse cities in the region. He and the plaintiffs hope that the city’s redistricting
process, which will draw new districts based on the 2020 Census results, will not introduce new
issues of disenfranchisement after Tuesday’s settlement.

“We’re going to be monitoring that process very closely,” Konda said.
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Davina Floriano
APR 21, 2021 AT 3:26PM

So what'’s the final tally of legal bills paid by taxpayers for City of Santa Clara’s failed effort to maintain an all-white
city council? $8 or $10 million? For that much money major improvements could’ve been made to the city’s schools,
parks, and libraries. Instead it was wasted on lawyers who achieved nothing except proving, yet again, that yes in fact
cities have to follow the 2001 California Voting Rights Act.
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RB
APR 22, 2021 AT 7:57AM

Really, the City officials and Councilmembers who fought against the 2001 voting act need to be the ones who pay up
— not tax payers and residents who lose services because of austerity-like measures from this big bill. I'd bet every
high up City official who fought to get rid of districts has at least 1 house. Even a small house in Santa Clara is worth
a million. Time to seize those assets to cover the cost of fighting to keep the City Council all white.

REPLY

Leave a Reply

Connect with:

Secured by OneAll Social Login

Your email address will not be published.

Your name * Your email *

] Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time | comment.

Add Comment

https://sanjosespotlight.com/santa-clara-settles-in-district-election-case/[4/22/2021 3:52:33 PM]


https://www.oneall.com/services/social-network-integration/social-login/#utm.social-login.sanjosespotlight

Santa Clara settles in district election case - San José Spotlight

CORONAVIRUS UPDATES O

The Latest News

Silicon Valley transit agency anticipates net losses over next decade

https://sanjosespotlight.com/santa-clara-settles-in-district-election-case/[4/22/2021 3:52:33 PM]


https://sanjosespotlight.com/category/coronavirus/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-transit-agency-anticipates-net-losses-over-next-decade/

Santa Clara settles in district election case - San José Spotlight

April 22, 2021
Santa Clara County considers overhauling ‘military-style’ weapons policy

April 22, 2021
Will Topgolf revitalize San Jose’s ‘forgotten stepchild’ of Alviso?

April 22, 2021
Santa Clara County to redistribute COVID-19 fines to small businesses

April 21, 2021
San Jose business group may have violated rules in CEO hiring

April 21, 2021
Is San Jose still the 10th largest U.S. city?

Aoril 21. 2021

Most Popular

Coronavirus LIVE BLOG: SJSU student fights for on-campus COVID-19 testing

South Bay hospital won’t receive more COVID-19 vaccines after it allowed affluent
school district to skip the line

Santa Clara County lifts stay-at-home order — here’s what can open

New COVID-19 variant found in Santa Clara County, linked to large outbreaks

Santa Clara County health officials criticized for rollout of latest shelter-in-place order

https://sanjosespotlight.com/santa-clara-settles-in-district-election-case/[4/22/2021 3:52:33 PM]


https://sanjosespotlight.com/santa-clara-county-considers-overhauling-military-style-weapons-policy/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/will-topgolf-revitalize-san-joses-forgotten-stepchild-of-alviso/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/santa-clara-county-to-redistribute-covid-19-fines-to-small-businesses/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/san-jose-business-group-may-have-violated-rules-in-ceo-hiring/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/is-san-jose-still-the-10th-largest-u-s-city/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/coronavirus-live-blog-firefighters-test-positive-closures-and-cancellations-ramp-up/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/south-bay-hospital-wont-receive-more-covid-19-vaccines-after-it-allowed-affluent-school-district-to-skip-the-line/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/south-bay-hospital-wont-receive-more-covid-19-vaccines-after-it-allowed-affluent-school-district-to-skip-the-line/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/california-cancels-stay-at-home-orders-santa-clara-county-to-announce-response/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/new-covid-19-variant-found-in-santa-clara-county-linked-to-large-outbreaks/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/santa-clara-county-health-officials-criticized-for-rollout-of-latest-shelter-in-place-order/

Santa Clara settles in district election case - San José Spotlight

Subscribe to Our Newsletter

Email Address

| want to receive updates:

O Dpaly () Weekly

Subscribe

*we hate spam as much as you do

Sign up for Text Alerts

SAN JOSE SPOTLIGHT MOBILE APP

https://sanjosespotlight.com/santa-clara-settles-in-district-election-case/[4/22/2021 3:52:33 PM]



Santa Clara settles in district election case - San José Spotlight

Now in the App Store and Google Play

About Us

San José residents deserve a trusted source for unbiased, independent political news. And we're
here to provide it.

San José Spotlight is the city’s first nonprofit, community-supported digital news organization. We're
changing the face of journalism by providing an innovative model for delivering reliable, truthful
news to the nation’s 10th largest city. We're partnering with you — the readers — to make it happen.
This is your newsroom.

https://sanjosespotlight.com/santa-clara-settles-in-district-election-case/[4/22/2021 3:52:33 PM]


https://apps.apple.com/us/app/san-jos%C3%A9-spotlight/id1492268032
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.sanjosespotlight.spotlight

Santa Clara settles in district election case - San José Spotlight

408.206.5327

info@sanjosespotlight.com

Read Follow Us

Politics & Government
Business

Housing

Health

In the Spotlight

Blog

Columns & Opinion

Privacy Policy / Cookie Policy / San José Spotlight © 2021, All Rights Reserved.

San José Spotlight is a project of the San José News Bureau, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization | Tax ID: 82-5355128.

All donations are tax deductible

https://sanjosespotlight.com/santa-clara-settles-in-district-election-case/[4/22/2021 3:52:33 PM]


tel:408.206.5327
mailto:info@sanjosespotlight.com
https://sanjosespotlight.com/news/politics-government/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/news/business/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/news/housing/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/news/health/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/in-the-spotlight/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/news/blog/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/columns/
https://www.facebook.com/SpotlightSJ/
https://twitter.com/SJSpotlight
https://www.instagram.com/sjspotlight/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sjspotlight/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCz5CJ_Ie2w_67eiO1JOZd9Q?sub_confirmation=1
https://sanjosespotlight.com/feed/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/about-us/
https://sanjosespotlight.com/cookie-policy/

	sanjosespotlight.com
	Santa Clara settles in district election case - San José Spotlight


	RyaWN0LWVsZWN0aW9uLWNhc2UvAA==: 
	form2: 
	author: Your name *
	email: Your email *
	comment: 
	submit: 


	RyaWN0LWVsZWN0aW9uLWNhc2UvAA==: 
	form0: 
	input_1: Email Address
	input1: 




